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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Vorih et 
al. (PN 6,321,701). 

Regarding claim 1 Vorih discloses variable valve control means (See Abstract) 
for providing control to selectively open and close intake valves or exhaust valves 
according to supply/release of pressurized oil from an oil pressure source (See Figure 4 
(550)) via an oil channel; and accumulating (See Figure 4 (302)) means provided 
upstream (See Column 10 Lines 46-51) of said variable valve control means and 
inserted into and fixed in a hole formed in a cylinder head of the internal combustion 
engine, for accumulating (See Column 10 Lines 41-62) pressurized oil supplied to said 
variable valve control means. 

Regarding claim 2 Vorih discloses a cylindrical body (See Figure 4 (300)) that is 
vertically fixed to the cylinder head, a piston (See Figure 4 (310)) adapted to slide in 
contact with an inner peripheral surface of said body, and a spring (See Figure 4 (320)) 
that urges said piston downward, wherein said accumulating means is operable when 
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accumulating pressurized oil, for pushing up (See Figure 4 (540)) said piston against a 
force of said spring by pressurized oil, and is operable when releasing (See Figure 4 
(570)) pressurized oil, pushing down said piston by a force of said spring (See Figure 4 
(504)); and wherein an upper part of said body is disposed in vicinity of an inner wall of 
a head cover for the cylinder head. 

Regarding claim 3 Vorih discloses a length of a gap formed between the upper 
part of said body (See Figure 4 (300)) and the inner wall of the head cover (See Figure 
4 (501 )) is shorter than a length of part of said body vertically fixed to the cylinder head. 

Regarding claim 4 Vorih discloses part of said body fixed to the cylinder head 
includes a screw part (See Figure 4 (300)). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Chiappini et al. (PN6,530,350), Albanello et al. (PN 6,325,028) 
disclose similar valve systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Examiner Jaime Corrigan whose telephone number is (703) 308-2639. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 2 nd 
Friday off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas E. Denion, can be reached on (703) 308-2623. The fax number for 
this group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)308-0861. 

JC Jakne Corrigaru 
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